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Determination of available chlorine in bleaching solution is a fundamental analytical process in
the field of water treatment, textile manufacturing, and sanitation industries. Accurate measurement
of available chlorine ensures the effectiveness of bleaching agents, maintains product quality, and
guarantees safety standards. Available chlorine refers to the amount of chlorine in a solution that is
capable of exerting a disinfectant or bleaching action. This parameter is vital because it directly
correlates with the disinfecting power of the solution, and its precise determination helps in quality
control, dosage calculation, and compliance with regulatory requirements. In this article, we will
explore various methods and procedures used to determine the available chlorine in bleaching
solutions, along with the principles underpinning these techniques, their advantages and
disadvantages, and practical considerations.

Understanding Available Chlorine in Bleaching Solutions
What is Available Chlorine?

Available chlorine is the amount of chlorine present in a compound or solution that is available to
perform its bleaching or disinfectant action. It is typically expressed as a percentage or in parts per
million (ppm). The main forms of available chlorine in bleaching solutions include:

- Chlorine gas (CI2)
- Hypochlorite ions (OCI-)
- Chloramines (less effective than free chlorine)

In most commercial bleaching solutions, such as sodium hypochlorite (NaClO), the active available
chlorine predominantly exists as hypochlorite ions. The concentration of available chlorine

determines the bleaching or disinfecting power of the solution.

Importance of Accurate Determination
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Accurate determination of available chlorine is critical for several reasons:

- To ensure the efficacy of bleaching processes.

- To prevent over- or under-dosing, which can lead to product damage or insufficient disinfection.
- To comply with health and safety regulations.

- To monitor the stability and shelf-life of bleaching agents.

Methods for Determining Available Chlorine

Several analytical methods are available for the determination of available chlorine in bleaching
solutions. The choice of method depends on factors such as required accuracy, equipment
availability, sample composition, and the presence of interfering substances.

1. lodometric Titration

The iodometric titration method is one of the most widely used techniques for determining available
chlorine due to its simplicity, accuracy, and reliability.

Principle

In this method, the chlorine in the sample oxidizes potassium iodide (KI) to liberate iodine (12). The
amount of iodine produced is directly proportional to the chlorine content and is titrated with a
standard sodium thiosulfate (Na2S203) solution until the endpoint is reached.

Procedure

- Take a known volume of the bleaching solution.

- Add a few drops of potassium iodide solution.

- Acidify the mixture with dilute sulfuric acid (H2S04) to provide an acidic medium.

- Allow the reaction to proceed, during which chlorine oxidizes iodide to iodine.

- Titrate the liberated iodine with a standard sodium thiosulfate solution until the solution turns
colorless.

- Record the volume of titrant used.

Calculations
Available chlorine (as % or ppm) can be calculated using:

\[
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\text{Available ClI} 2 =\frac{(V_{t} times N_{t} \times 35.45)KV_{s}}
\
Where:
- \(V_{t}\) = volume of titrant used (L)
- \(N_{t}\) = normality of titrant
-\(V_{s}\) = volume of sample (L)
- 35.45 = molar mass of ClI
Advantages and Disadvantages
Advantages:
- High accuracy and precision
- Suitable for routine analysis
- Relatively simple procedure
Disadvantages:
- Requires careful titration and endpoint detection
- Susceptible to interference from other oxidizing agents or reducing substances

2. DPD Colorimetric Method

The N,N-Diethyl-p-phenylenediamine (DPD) method is a colorimetric technique often used for rapid
and on-site testing of available chlorine.

Principle
When DPD reagent reacts with free chlorine, it forms a pink-colored compound. The intensity of the
color, measured using a colorimeter or spectrophotometer, correlates with the chlorine

concentration.

Procedure
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- Add DPD reagent to a sample of bleaching solution.
- Wait for the color to develop.
- Measure the absorbance at a specific wavelength (usually around 520 nm).
- Compare the absorbance with a calibration curve prepared using standard chlorine solutions.
Advantages and Disadvantages
Advantages:
- Rapid and easy to perform
- Suitable for field testing
- Does not require complex titrations
Disadvantages:
- Less precise than titrimetric methods
- Can be influenced by other oxidants or colored substances

3. Spectrophotometric Method

This method involves measuring the absorbance of specific wavelengths of light by
chlorine-containing compounds in solution.

Principle

Spectrophotometry can quantify available chlorine by reacting it to form a colored complex, which is
then measured at a specific wavelength. It offers high sensitivity and specificity.

Procedure
- Prepare a reaction mixture with the sample and appropriate reagents.
- Measure absorbance using a spectrophotometer.
- Determine chlorine concentration via calibration curves.

Advantages and Disadvantages

Advantages:
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- High sensitivity
- Suitable for samples with low chlorine concentrations

Disadvantages:

- Requires specialized equipment
- More complex sample preparation

Practical Considerations and Interferences

Accurate determination depends on proper sample handling and awareness of potential
interferences.

Sample Collection and Preservation

- Samples should be analyzed promptly or preserved with suitable agents (e.g., refrigeration,
acidification).
- Avoid contamination with reducing agents or organic matter that can affect results.

Interferences

- Organic compounds, reducing agents, or other oxidants can interfere with titrimetric or
colorimetric methods.

- Presence of chloramines or other halogen substances can complicate measurements.

- Use of appropriate blank samples and controls helps identify and correct for interferences.

Conclusion

Determination of available chlorine in bleaching solutions is a critical analytical task that ensures the
efficacy and safety of bleaching agents across various industries. Among the several methods
available, iodometric titration remains the gold standard for its accuracy and reliability, especially in
laboratory settings. Rapid methods such as DPD colorimetric testing are valuable for field
applications and quick assessments. Spectrophotometric techniques offer high sensitivity but require
specialized equipment. Regardless of the method chosen, attention to sample handling, potential
interferences, and calibration is essential for obtaining precise and meaningful results. Proper
determination of available chlorine not only optimizes bleaching processes but also safeguards
health and environmental standards, making it an indispensable aspect of quality control in
industries utilizing chlorine-based disinfectants and bleaches.
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Determination of Available Chlorine in Bleaching Solution: A Comprehensive Guide
Introduction

Determination of available chlorine in bleaching solution is a fundamental analytical procedure
in industries such as textiles, paper manufacturing, water treatment, and sanitation. It ensures the
guality and efficacy of bleaching agents like sodium hypochlorite, which are widely used for their
disinfectant and bleaching properties. Accurate measurement of available chlorine not only verifies
compliance with safety standards but also optimizes the use of chemicals, minimizes wastage, and
ensures consistent product performance. This article delves into the various methods employed to
determine available chlorine, explaining their principles, procedures, advantages, and limitations,
providing industry professionals and students with a thorough understanding of this essential
analytical process.

Understanding Available Chlorine and Its Importance
What is Available Chlorine?

Available chlorine refers to the amount of active chlorine present in a bleaching solution that can be
released to exert bleaching or disinfecting action. It is typically expressed as a percentage or in
terms of weight per volume (e.g., grams of CI? per liter). The concept of available chlorine is crucial
because it represents the effective chlorine content responsible for the bleaching or disinfecting
activity of the solution.

Why Measure Available Chlorine?

- Quality Control: Ensures the product meets specified standards.

- Process Optimization: Adjusts dosage for maximum efficiency.

- Safety Assurance: Prevents over-concentration that could pose hazards.

- Economic Efficiency: Avoids unnecessary expenditure on excess chemicals.
- Regulatory Compliance: Meets environmental and safety regulations.

Principles Behind the Determination of Available Chlorine
Different analytical methods are based on the chemical reactivity of chlorine compounds. The core

principle involves converting the chlorine in the bleaching solution into a measurable form, often via
titration or spectrophotometric detection. The methods generally fall into two categories:
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- Oxidation-Reduction Titration Methods: These involve the titration of chlorine with a reducing
agent, such as sodium thiosulfate.

- Spectrophotometric Methods: These involve measuring the absorbance of specific dyes formed
when chlorine reacts with certain reagents.

Each method has its unique advantages and is selected based on factors like the concentration
range, available equipment, and required accuracy.

Common Methods for Determining Available Chlorine

- lodometric Titration Method
Principle
The iodometric titration method is the most widely used and accepted technique for determining
available chlorine. It relies on the oxidation of iodide ions (I?) to iodine (1?) by chlorine present in the

sample. The liberated iodine is then titrated with a standard sodium thiosulfate solution.

Chemical Reactions

- Chlorine oxidizes iodide:

ClI?+21??22CI? +1?

- Titration of iodine:
[? +2S?2072? ? 2 1? + S?072?

Procedure

- Sample Preparation: Take a known volume of the bleaching solution.

- Acidification: Add an acid, typically sulfuric acid, to acidify the sample and stabilize the iodine.

- Addition of Potassium lodide: Add excess potassium iodide; chlorine oxidizes iodide to iodine.

- Titration: Titrate the liberated iodine with a standard sodium thiosulfate solution until the color
changes from brownish to pale yellow.

- Calculation: Determine the amount of chlorine based on the titrant volume used.
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Advantages

- High accuracy and precision.
- Suitable for a wide range of chlorine concentrations.
- Well-established and standardized method.

Limitations
- Requires careful handling of reagents.
- Sensitive to interfering substances like reducing agents.
- DPD (N,N-Diethyl-p-phenylenediamine) Method
Principle
The DPD method is a colorimetric technique that employs a reagent (DPD) which produces a pink
coloration upon reaction with free chlorine. The intensity of the color correlates with the amount of
chlorine present and can be measured using a colorimeter or spectrophotometer.
Procedure
- Sample Collection: Measure a specific volume of the bleaching solution.
- Reagent Addition: Add DPD reagent to the sample.
- Color Development: Wait for the color to develop.
- Measurement: Use a colorimeter or a spectrophotometer to measure absorbance.
- Calibration: Compare with standards to determine free chlorine concentration.
Advantages
- Quick and straightforward.
- Suitable for on-site testing.

- Less hazardous than titration methods.

Limitations
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- Less precise at very low chlorine levels.
- Can be affected by interfering substances if not properly controlled.
- Spectrophotometric Methods

Principle

Spectrophotometric methods involve the formation of a colored compound through a reaction
between chlorine and specific reagents, measurable at a particular wavelength.

Example:

- Chlorine reacts with 4-Aminoantipyrine in the presence of a catalyst to form a pink-colored
compound.

- The absorbance at a specific wavelength (e.g., 510 nm) is proportional to chlorine
concentration.
Procedure

- React the sample with the reagent.

- Measure absorbance using a spectrophotometer.

- Use calibration curves for quantification.
Advantages

- Suitable for automation.

- High sensitivity and specificity.
Limitations

- Requires specialized equipment.

- Potential interference from other colored compounds.

Step-by-Step Protocol for lodometric Titration

Given its widespread use, here is a detailed protocol for the iodometric titration method:
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Materials Needed

- Sodium thiosulfate solution (standardized)
- Potassium iodide (KI)

- Sulfuric acid (H?SO?)

- Burette, pipette, conical flask

- Distilled water

- Sample of bleaching solution

Procedure

- Sample Measurement: Pipette 10 mL of the bleaching solution into a conical flask.

- Acidify: Add 10 mL of dilute sulfuric acid to acidify the sample.

- Addition of KI: Add 2-3 grams of potassium iodide.

- Reaction: Allow the mixture to stand for 5 minutes to ensure complete reaction.

- Titration: Titrate with 0.01 N sodium thiosulfate until the color changes from deep brown to pale

yellow.
- End Point: Add a few drops of starch indicator; titrate until the blue color disappears.
- Calculation:

\[

\text{Available CI} 2 (text{mg}) = \frac{(V_1 - V_2) \times N \times 35.45 \times 1000V _0}
\
Where:

-\(V_1\) = volume of Na?S?0? used for sample

-\(V_2\) = volume of Na?S?0? used for blank

- \(N\) = normality of Na?S?0?

- \(V_0\) = volume of sample in mL

- 35.45 = molar mass of ClI

Factors Influencing Accuracy

Several parameters can influence the precision and accuracy of available chlorine determination:
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- Sample Handling: Proper sampling and avoiding contamination.

- Reagent Purity: Use of standardized and fresh reagents.

- Reaction Conditions: Correct acidification and adequate reaction time.

- Interferences: Presence of reducing agents, organic matter, or other oxidants.
- Calibration: Regular calibration of titrants and instruments.

Practical Applications and Industry Standards

Industrial Context

- Water Treatment Plants: Monitoring residual chlorine to ensure disinfection without exceeding
safety thresholds.

- Textile Industry: Verifying the chlorine content in bleaching agents to achieve desired fabric
whiteness.

- Food Industry: Ensuring sanitizers contain the correct chlorine levels for effective microbial
control.

- Environmental Monitoring: Assessing chlorine levels in effluents before discharge.

Standards and Guidelines

Organizations such as ASTM, I1SO, and APHA have established standard methods for chlorine
determination to ensure uniformity and reliability. For example:

- ASTM D1266: Standard test method for chlorine in hypochlorite solutions.
- APHA Standard Methods: Official methods for water and wastewater analysis.

Conclusion

Accurate determination of available chlorine in bleaching solutions is vital across multiple industries
for quality assurance, safety, and environmental compliance. The iodometric titration method
remains the gold standard due to its reliability and precision, especially for laboratory analysis.
Meanwhile, rapid methods like DPD colorimetric testing are invaluable for on-site assessments
where speed and ease are paramount. Understanding the principles, procedures, and factors
affecting these methods enables professionals to select the appropriate technique for their specific
needs, ensuring that their bleaching and disinfecting processes are both effective and compliant
with standards.

As industries continue to emphasize safety, sustainability, and efficiency, mastering the
determination of available chlorine will remain an essential skill for chemists, quality controllers, and
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environmental scientists alike.

QuestionAnswer What is the method commonly used to determine available chlorine in
bleaching solutions? The most common method is titration with a standard sodium thiosulfate
solution, using an appropriate indicator such as starch to detect the endpoint. Why is it important to
determine the available chlorine in bleaching solutions? Determining available chlorine ensures the
correct concentration for effective disinfection and bleaching, and helps maintain safety and
compliance with quality standards. What are the typical reagents required for the titration of
available chlorine? Reagents typically include sodium thiosulfate solution as the titrant, an acid (like
sulfuric acid) to acidify the sample, and starch solution as an indicator. How does pH affect the
determination of available chlorine in bleaching solutions? The titration is usually performed in an
acidic medium to stabilize the chlorine; pH control ensures accurate measurement by preventing the
formation of chlorate or chlorite ions that could interfere. What are some common challenges faced
during the determination of available chlorine, and how can they be addressed? Challenges include
interference from other oxidizing agents or impurities; these can be minimized by proper sample
preparation, filtration, and using appropriate blank corrections during titration. Can
spectrophotometric methods be used to determine available chlorine? If so, how? Yes,
spectrophotometric methods using specific dyes or reagents can be employed to measure available
chlorine by detecting its absorbance at particular wavelengths, offering a rapid and non-titration
alternative.

Related keywords: available chlorine, bleaching solution, titration method, sodium thiosulfate,
iodine number, assay, chemical analysis, analytical chemistry, bleaching agents, chlorine content

EXPERIMENT 5 REDOX TITRATION USING SODIUM THIOSULPHATE

Experiment 5: Redox Titration Using Sodium Thiosulphate
Introduction

Redox titrations are fundamental analytical techniques used to determine the concentration of
oxidizing or reducing agents in a solution. Among the various titrants employed, sodium thiosulphate
(Na?S?07?) is widely used as a reducing agent due to its stability, ease of use, and specificity in
certain redox reactions. This experiment involves titrating a known or unknown concentration of an
oxidizing agent, such as iodine (1?), with sodium thiosulphate. The process allows for precise
guantification and understanding of redox chemistry principles, including oxidation states, electron
transfer, and titration techniques.
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Principles of the Redox Titration with Sodium Thiosulphate

Redox Reactions Involved

In this experiment, the primary reaction involves iodine being reduced by sodium thiosulphate:
I? + 2 Na?S?07? ? 2 Nal + Na?S?0?

Here, iodine (1?) is reduced to iodide ions (1?), while thiosulphate (S?0?72?) is oxidized to
tetrathionate (S?0727?).

The reaction is a redox process where iodine acts as the oxidizing agent, and sodium thiosulphate
as the reducing agent. The titration involves adding sodium thiosulphate to a solution containing
iodine until the iodine is completely reduced, indicated by a color change.

Indicators Used

The endpoint of the titration is typically detected using a starch solution as an indicator:

- When iodine is present, starch forms a blue-black complex.

- As sodium thiosulphate reduces iodine to iodide, the blue-black color fades.

- The titration is complete when the blue-black color disappears, indicating all iodine has been
reduced.

Preparation for the Experiment

Materials Needed

- Sodium thiosulphate solution (standardized)

- lodine solution (often prepared or purchased with known concentration)
- Starch solution (as an indicator)

- Distilled water

- Conical flask

- Burette

- Funnels

- Pipettes

- Wash bottles

- Clamp stand and holder
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Preparation of Solutions

- Standardizing Sodium Thiosulphate: If not already standardized, sodium thiosulphate solution
must be titrated against a primary standard such as potassium dichromate or potassium iodate to
determine its exact concentration.

- lodine Solution: Usually prepared by dissolving a known mass of iodine in potassium iodide
solution, which increases solubility.

Procedure of the Experiment

Step-by-Step Methodology

- Prepare the iodine solution and record its concentration if not already known.

- Using a pipette, transfer a known volume (e.g., 25 mL) of the iodine solution into a clean conical
flask.

- Add a few drops of starch solution to the flask. The solution will turn blue-black if iodine is
present.

- Fill the burette with sodium thiosulphate solution, ensuring no air bubbles are present in the
nozzle.

- Open the tap to allow the sodium thiosulphate to flow into the iodine solution slowly while
swirling the flask constantly.

- Continue titrating until the blue-black color just disappears, indicating all iodine has been
reduced to iodide ions.

- Record the volume of sodium thiosulphate used to reach the endpoint.

- Repeat the titration at least three times to obtain consistent readings and calculate the average
volume used.

Calculations and Data Analysis
Determining the Concentration of the Unknown
The primary calculation involves using the titration data to find the concentration of the iodine
solution or the unknown oxidizing agent. The key steps include:
- Calculating the moles of sodium thiosulphate used:

moles Na?S?0? = concentration (mol/L) x volume (L)
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- Using the balanced reaction equation, relate moles of sodium thiosulphate to moles of iodine:
1?7 : Na?S?0?7=1:2

Therefore, moles of iodine = (moles Na?S?07?) / 2

- Calculating the concentration of iodine:
Concentration of 1? = (moles of 1?) / volume of iodine solution used (L)
Sample Calculation:

Suppose 25 mL of iodine solution is titrated with 20 mL of 0.01 mol/L Na?S?0?:

- Moles of Na?S?0? = 0.01 mol/L x 0.020 L = 2.0 x 10?? mol
- Moles of 1? = (2.0 x 10?? mol) / 2 = 1.0 x 10?? mol
- Concentration of iodine = (1.0 x 10?? mol) / 0.025 L = 4.0 x 10?3 mol/L

Applications of Sodium Thiosulphate Redox Titration

Common Uses

- Determining iodine content in pharmaceuticals and food products.

- Analyzing oxidation states of various compounds.

- Dechlorination of water supplies as sodium thiosulphate reacts with residual chlorine.

- Titrating other oxidizing agents such as hydrogen peroxide, potassium permanganate, and
halogens.

Precautions and Tips for Accurate Results

- Ensure all glassware is clean and free of impurities.

- Standardize sodium thiosulphate solution regularly to maintain accuracy.
- Add starch indicator carefully; excess can cause inaccuracies.

- Titrate slowly near the endpoint to avoid overshooting.

- Swirl the flask continuously during titration for uniform reaction.

Conclusion
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Experiment 5 involving redox titration with sodium thiosulphate is a fundamental laboratory
technique that reinforces understanding of oxidation-reduction reactions, titration methods, and
guantitative analysis. Through careful preparation, precise titration, and accurate calculations,
students can determine the concentration of oxidizing agents like iodine with high accuracy. This
experiment not only elucidates core principles of redox chemistry but also highlights the importance
of meticulous technique and data analysis in analytical chemistry. Its applications extend beyond the
laboratory, impacting quality control, environmental analysis, and industrial processes where redox
reactions are pivotal.

Experiment 5: Redox Titration Using Sodium Thiosulphate ? A Comprehensive Review

Redox titrations are fundamental procedures in analytical chemistry that allow the determination of
the concentration of oxidizing or reducing agents in a solution. Among these, titrations involving
sodium thiosulphate are particularly common due to its versatility, stability, and the ease with which
its reactions can be monitored. This review provides an in-depth analysis of Experiment 5, which
utilizes sodium thiosulphate in a redox titration, covering the principles, methodology, applications,
and critical considerations.

Introduction to Redox Titration with Sodium Thiosulphate

Redox titration involves the transfer of electrons between species, characterized by oxidation states
changing during the reaction. Sodium thiosulphate (Na?S?0?) acts as a reducing agent and is
frequently used as a titrant to quantify oxidizing agents like iodine (1?), chlorates, and other oxidants.

Key features of sodium thiosulphate in titrations:

- Itis a stable, water-soluble compound.

- It reacts with iodine to form tetrathionate (S?07?2?) and iodide ions, facilitating precise endpoint
detection.

- Its solutions are relatively easy to prepare and standardize.

Principle of the Experiment

The core principle of the experiment revolves around the titration of a known or unknown
concentration of an oxidizing agent (commonly iodine) with sodium thiosulphate. The fundamental
reaction is:

\[

| 2+ 2Na_2S 20 3 \rightarrow 2Nal + Na_2S 40 6
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This reaction proceeds with a clear and measurable change, enabling accurate determination of the
analyte concentration.

Overall steps:

- Oxidize the analyte (e.g., potassium iodate or potassium dichromate) to liberate iodine.
- Titrate the liberated iodine with sodium thiosulphate.
- Use starch as an indicator to detect the endpoint accurately.

Preparation of Reagents

- Standard Sodium Thiosulphate Solution:

- Typically prepared by dissolving a known weight of Na?S?07?-5H?0 in distilled water.
- Standardization against a primary standard such as potassium dichromate or iodine solution is
essential for accurate results.

- lodine Solution (if used):

- Can be prepared by dissolving a known mass of iodine in potassium iodide solution, or
commercially available iodine solutions can be used.
- The iodine solution is often standardized before use.

- Indicator Solution:
- Starch solution: Acts as an endpoint indicator, forming a blue-black complex with iodine, which
disappears when iodine is reduced to iodide.

Experimental Procedure

- Sample Preparation: Prepare the analyte solution, which could be a sample containing an
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oxidizing agent like potassium dichromate or an unknown substance.

- Oxidation Step: If necessary, add an excess of potassium iodide (KI) to the sample. The
oxidizing agent will oxidize iodide ions to iodine:

- \[ text{Oxidant} + 21*- \rightarrow \text{Reduced form} + |_2\]

- Extraction of lodine: The liberated iodine imparts a brownish color to the solution, indicating
the presence of iodine.

- Titration: Titrate the iodine solution with standardized sodium thiosulphate solution. Carefully
add the titrant until the brown color begins to fade.

- Endpoint Detection: Add a few drops of starch solution. The solution turns deep blue-black in
the presence of iodine. Continue titration until the blue-black color just disappears, indicating the
reduction of iodine to iodide.

Notes:
- Perform titrations carefully to avoid overshooting the endpoint.
- Repeat titrations to obtain concordant results (within £0.1 mL).

Calculations and Data Analysis

The primary goal is to determine the concentration of the unknown oxidizing agent based on the
volume of sodium thiosulphate used.

Step-by-step calculation:

- Determine moles of sodium thiosulphate used:
\[
\text{Moles Na} 2\text{S} 2\text{O} 3 = \text{Concentration} \times \text{Volume (L)}

\

- Calculate moles of iodine liberated:

From the titration reaction, 1 mole of 1? reacts with 2 moles of Na?S?07?:
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\[

\text{Moles of I} 2 = \frac{\text{Moles of Na} 2\text{S} 2\text{O} 32}

\

- Determine the amount of oxidizing agent in the sample:

Depending on the sample, relate the iodine produced to the original analyte via stoichiometry.

- Concentration of the analyte:
\[
\text{Concentration of analyte} = \frac{\text{moles of oxidant}}{\text{volume of sample (L)}}
\
Example:

Suppose 25.00 mL of sample requires 20.00 mL of 0.01 M Na?S?0? for titration:

- Moles Na?S?07?:
\[
0.01\, \text{mol/L} \times 0.020\, \text{L} = 2.0 \times 10™{-4}\, \text{mol}

\

- Moles 1?:
\[
\frac{2.0 \times 10"{-4}}{2} = 1.0 \times 10"{-4}\, \text{mol}

\



GROW ALGAE FOR PROFIT HOW TO BUILD A PHOTOBIOREACTOR FOR GROWI... Vol. 2022, Issue 9

- From the reaction, this corresponds to the amount of oxidant in the sample.

Applications of Sodium Thiosulphate Redox Titrations

The versatility of sodium thiosulphate makes it valuable across various fields:

- Water treatment: Quantifying residual chlorine.

- Food industry: Determining iodine content in iodized salt.

- Pharmaceuticals: Assaying antioxidants or reducing agents.

- Environmental analysis: Measuring levels of oxidants or pollutants.

Critical Aspects and Precautions

- Standardization:

- Always standardize sodium thiosulphate solutions before use to ensure accuracy.
- Use primary standards like potassium dichromate or iodine solution for this purpose.

- Endpoint Detection:

- The starch indicator's color change must be observed carefully.
- The endpoint should be approached slowly to avoid overshooting, which leads to inaccurate
titration results.

- Stability of Reagents:

- Sodium thiosulphate solutions are prone to decomposition upon exposure to light and air; store
in dark bottles and prepare fresh solutions periodically.

- Interferences:

- Presence of reducing agents or oxidants other than the analyte can interfere with titration.
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- Ensure purity of reagents and handle samples to minimize contamination.

- Titration Technique:

- Use a clean burette and pipette.
- Perform titrations slowly near the endpoint for accuracy.
- Repeat titrations for concordance.

Advantages and Limitations

Advantages:

- Simple, cost-effective, and highly accurate with proper technique.
- Suitable for large-scale or routine analyses.
- The endpoint is clear with starch indicator.

Limitations:

- Sensitive to environmental factors like light and air.
- Not suitable for samples containing substances that react with thiosulphate or iodine.
- Requires careful standardization and technique.

Conclusion

Experiment 5 involving redox titration with sodium thiosulphate exemplifies a fundamental analytical
technique with broad applicability across scientific disciplines. Its success hinges on meticulous
preparation of reagents, precise titration techniques, and accurate calculations. Understanding the
underlying chemistry, recognizing potential interferences, and adhering to best practices ensure
reliable and reproducible results. This experiment not only reinforces core concepts of redox
chemistry but also provides practical skills vital for analytical chemists, environmental scientists, and
industry professionals.

By mastering this titration process, students and practitioners can confidently analyze oxidizing
agents in various matrices, contributing to quality control, environmental monitoring, and research

advancements.

QuestionAnswer What is the main objective of the redox titration using sodium thiosulphate in
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Experiment 5? The main objective is to determine the concentration of an oxidizing agent, such as
iodine, by titrating it with a standard sodium thiosulphate solution through a redox reaction. Why is
sodium thiosulphate commonly used as a titrant in redox titrations? Sodium thiosulphate is used
because it acts as a reliable reducing agent, has a stable concentration, and reacts quickly and
completely with oxidizing agents like iodine, making it ideal for accurate titrations. What are the
typical indicators used in a redox titration involving sodium thiosulphate? Starch solution is
commonly used as an indicator because it forms a deep blue complex with iodine, allowing for
precise detection of the endpoint when iodine is fully reduced. How do you determine the endpoint
in a sodium thiosulphate titration? The endpoint is reached when the blue color from the
iodine-starch complex disappears, indicating that all iodine has been reduced to iodide ions and the
titration is complete. What safety precautions should be taken during a redox titration with sodium
thiosulphate? Safety precautions include wearing gloves and goggles, handling chemicals carefully
to avoid spills, working in a well-ventilated area, and properly disposing of chemical waste to prevent
environmental contamination.

Related keywords: redox titration, sodium thiosulphate, oxidation-reduction, titration method, iodine
titration, reducing agent, oxidizing agent, endpoint detection, titrant, analyte

Read the full article online: Experiment 5 Redox Titration Using Sodium Thiosulphate

Sodium Thiosulfate Gold Leaching

sodium thiosulfate gold leaching is an innovative and environmentally friendly method used in the
extraction of gold from ores and concentrates. As the demand for sustainable mining practices
increases, sodium thiosulfate has gained recognition as a viable alternative to traditional
cyanide-based leaching processes. This article explores the fundamentals of sodium thiosulfate gold
leaching, its advantages, working mechanisms, process parameters, and applications in modern
mining operations.

Understanding Sodium Thiosulfate Gold Leaching
What is Sodium Thiosulfate?
Sodium thiosulfate (Na?S?0?) is a chemical compound that acts as a complexing agent in various

industrial processes. It is known for its relatively low toxicity, biodegradability, and stability under
certain conditions. These properties make it an attractive alternative to cyanide in gold extraction.

Traditional Gold Leaching Methods
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Historically, cyanide leaching has been the dominant method for gold recovery due to its high
efficiency and cost-effectiveness. However, cyanide poses significant environmental and health
hazards, including toxicity to aquatic life and potential groundwater contamination. Consequently,
the industry has been exploring safer alternatives such as sodium thiosulfate.

Why Use Sodium Thiosulfate for Gold Leaching?
Sodium thiosulfate offers several advantages:
- Lower environmental impact and toxicity
- Effective at neutral pH, reducing the need for pH adjustments
- Capability to recover gold from complex ores and refractory concentrates
- Compatibility with existing processing infrastructure
The Chemistry of Sodium Thiosulfate Gold Leaching
Gold Complex Formation
In the leaching process, sodium thiosulfate reacts with gold (Au) to form a soluble complex, primarily
the [Au(S?07?)?]3? ion. This complex is stable in aqueous solution, allowing for efficient gold
extraction.
Reaction Mechanism
The core reaction involves the reduction of gold in the presence of thiosulfate ions:

\[ text{Au} + 2\, \text{S}_2\text{O}_37{2-} \rightarrow [\text{Au}(\text{S}_2\text{O} 3)_2J{3-}\]

This reaction occurs under controlled conditions, with the formation of the stable gold-thiosulfate
complex facilitating subsequent recovery.

Factors Influencing the Reaction

Several parameters impact the efficiency of gold leaching:
- pH level
- Temperature

- Concentration of sodium thiosulfate
- Presence of oxygen or other oxidants
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- Ore mineralogy and patrticle size

Process Parameters for Effective Sodium Thiosulfate Gold Leaching
Optimal pH Range

Unlike cyanide leaching, sodium thiosulfate operates effectively within a neutral to slightly alkaline
pH range (around 7 to 9). Maintaining this pH range minimizes the degradation of thiosulfate and
prevents the formation of insoluble gold compounds.

Temperature Considerations

Leaching typically occurs at temperatures between 20°C to 50°C. Elevated temperatures can
increase reaction rates but must be balanced against energy costs and potential decomposition of

thiosulfate.

Concentration of Thiosulfate

The concentration of sodium thiosulfate in the leaching solution directly affects gold recovery
efficiency. Typical concentrations range from 0.05 M to 0.2 M, depending on ore characteristics.

Oxygen and Oxidants

Oxygen plays a vital role in maintaining the oxidation state of gold and facilitating the formation of
the soluble complex. Sometimes, supplemental oxidants like oxygen or air are bubbled through the
solution to enhance leaching efficiency.

Leaching Duration and Agitation

The process duration can vary from a few hours to over 24 hours. Proper agitation ensures uniform
contact between the leaching solution and ore particles, promoting higher recovery rates.

Advantages of Sodium Thiosulfate Gold Leaching

Environmental Benefits

Compared to cyanide, sodium thiosulfate is less toxic and biodegradable, reducing environmental
risks associated with gold mining operations. Its use minimizes the potential for groundwater

contamination and toxic emissions.

Selective Leaching
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Sodium thiosulfate exhibits high selectivity for gold, especially in complex ores containing copper,
silver, or other metals. This selectivity minimizes the dissolution of unwanted minerals, simplifying
downstream purification.

Effective on Refractory Ores

Some ores resistant to cyanide leaching can be effectively processed using sodium thiosulfate,
expanding the range of recoverable gold deposits.

Operational Flexibility

The process operates effectively at near-neutral pH, reducing the need for pH adjustments and
corrosion-resistant equipment, thereby lowering operational costs.

Challenges and Limitations

Cost Considerations

While environmentally friendly, sodium thiosulfate can be more expensive than cyanide, especially
at large scales. Developing cost-effective regeneration and recycling methods for the leaching
solution is ongoing.

Stability and Decomposition

Thiosulfate can decompose under certain conditions, especially at high temperatures or in the
presence of oxygen, leading to reduced efficiency. Proper process control is essential.

Gold Recovery and Precipitation

Recovering gold from the sodium thiosulfate complex requires additional steps such as
electrochemical reduction or precipitation with agents like zinc or aluminum.

Gold Recovery Techniques from Thiosulfate Leaching Solutions
Electrowinning

Electrowinning involves passing an electric current through the leaching solution to deposit gold
onto cathodes, producing high-purity gold.

Precipitation
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Chemical agents like zinc dust or aluminum can be added to precipitate gold from solution. This
method is cost-effective but requires careful handling.

lon Exchange and Resin Adsorption

Resin-based adsorption techniques can selectively recover gold from complex solutions, enabling
reuse of the leaching solution.

Applications and Future Prospects
Mining Operations

Sodium thiosulfate leaching is increasingly adopted in gold mining operations seeking sustainable
practices, especially where cyanide use is restricted or prohibited.

Recycling and E-Waste Processing

The method is suitable for recovering gold from electronic waste and other recycled materials due to
its ability to leach gold from complex matrices.

Research and Development

Ongoing research aims to improve the efficiency, reduce costs, and develop regenerative processes
for sodium thiosulfate solutions, broadening its industrial application.

Conclusion

Sodium thiosulfate gold leaching presents a promising, environmentally friendly alternative to
traditional cyanide-based methods, aligning with sustainable mining initiatives. Its ability to
effectively extract gold from various ores, especially complex and refractory types, makes it a
valuable tool in modern mineral processing. While challenges such as cost and solution stability
remain, advances in process optimization and recovery techniques continue to enhance its viability.
As the industry moves towards greener practices, sodium thiosulfate is poised to play a significant
role in the future of gold extraction.

Keywords: sodium thiosulfate, gold leaching, eco-friendly gold extraction, gold recovery, complex
ores, sustainable mining, gold processing, leaching process, environmental impact

Sodium Thiosulfate Gold Leaching: An In-Depth Review of Its Mechanisms, Applications, and Future
Prospects
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Gold extraction has historically been dominated by cyanide-based processes, owing to their high
efficiency and well-understood chemistry. However, environmental concerns, regulatory restrictions,
and the pursuit of more sustainable practices have spurred interest in alternative leaching agents.
Among these, sodium thiosulfate gold leaching has emerged as a promising and environmentally
friendly alternative. This review provides a comprehensive analysis of sodium thiosulfate's role in
gold recovery, exploring its chemical mechanisms, advantages, limitations, recent developments,
and future outlook.

Introduction to Gold Leaching Methods

Gold recovery from ore typically involves crushing, grinding, and various chemical treatments to
dissolve and extract gold particles. Traditional methods include:

- Cyanide Leaching: The dominant process, utilizing sodium cyanide to form soluble gold
complexes.

- Aqua Regia: A mixture of hydrochloric and nitric acids, capable of dissolving gold but with
significant environmental and safety concerns.

- Thiosulfate Leaching: An alternative that forms stable gold complexes with thiosulfate ions,
offering a greener approach.

The shift toward sodium thiosulfate gold leaching is motivated by its reduced toxicity, lower
environmental impact, and potential to process refractory ores.

Chemical Foundations of Sodium Thiosulfate Leaching

Gold Chemistry in Leaching Solutions

Gold, in its metallic form (Au”0), is chemically inert under normal conditions. To recover gold via
leaching, it must be oxidized to a soluble complex. In cyanide systems, this involves formation of the
[Au(CN)_2]*? complex. In thiosulfate systems, gold forms stable complexes with thiosulfate ions
(S_20_3"27?).

Formation of Gold-Thiosulfate Complexes

The core reaction involves the oxidation of metallic gold by an oxidizing agent in the presence of
excess thiosulfate:

AUMNO +2S 20 3722 +% 0 2 +H_20 ? [Au(S_20_3) 2]*3? + 2 OHA?

This process results in the formation of the tris-thiosulfate gold complex, which is soluble in agueous
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media and can be recovered through various means.
Role of Sodium Thiosulfate
Sodium thiosulfate (Na_2S_20_3) acts as both a complexing agent and a reducing agent,

facilitating the dissolution of gold without excessive oxidation of other minerals. Its effectiveness
depends on:

- The presence of suitable oxidants (e.g., oxygen, copper sulfate, or other oxidizers)
- pH control (usually slightly alkaline)
- Proper temperature conditions

Mechanisms of Sodium Thiosulfate Gold Leaching
Oxidation and Complexation Steps
The leaching process involves two primary steps:
- Oxidation of Gold: Gold metal is oxidized to Au”3+ ions or equivalent species using an oxidant.
- Complex Formation: The Au”*3+ ions quickly react with thiosulfate ions to form stable soluble
complexes.
The overall process is often influenced by factors such as:
- Oxidant type and concentration
- pH levels
- Temperature
- Lixiviant composition
Reaction Kinetics and Factors Affecting Leaching Efficiency
Several parameters impact the rate and completeness of leaching:
| Parameter | Effect on Leaching |

| Temperature | Higher temperatures generally increase reaction rates, but excessive heat can
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cause decomposition of complexes. |
| pH | Slightly alkaline conditions (pH 9-11) favor complex stability. |

| Oxidant Concentration | Adequate oxidant levels are essential; too little results in incomplete
leaching, too much may cause unwanted side reactions. |

| Oxygen Availability | Dissolved oxygen acts as a primary oxidant; aeration or oxygen sparging can
enhance leaching rates. |

| Particle Size | Finer particles increase surface area, improving leaching kinetics. |

Advantages of Sodium Thiosulfate in Gold Leaching

The adoption of sodium thiosulfate for gold extraction offers several benefits over conventional
cyanide processes:

Environmental Friendliness

- Non-toxic and biodegradable, reducing environmental hazards.

- Lower risk of groundwater contamination.

- Reduced need for extensive detoxification procedures.
Selectivity and Refractory Ore Processing

- Ability to leach gold from ores with high copper content or complex mineralogy where cyanide is
ineffective or causes interference.

- Effective in processing refractory ores such as carbonaceous or arsenic-bearing gold ores.
Operational Flexibility

- Compatible with various process configurations, including heap leaching, agitation leaching, and
in-situ recovery.

- Can be integrated with existing recovery techniques such as resin adsorption or solvent

extraction.

Potential for Gold Recovery from Waste Streams
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- Used in recovery from electronic waste, jewelry, and other secondary sources.

Limitations and Challenges of Sodium Thiosulfate Leaching

Despite its advantages, sodium thiosulfate leaching faces several challenges:

- Higher Reagent Costs: Thiosulfate is generally more expensive than cyanide, impacting
economic viability.

- Complex Leaching Kinetics: The process may be slower, requiring longer residence times.

- Complex Waste Management: Thiosulfate solutions can form sulfur-containing residues,
requiring proper disposal or treatment.

- Limited Industrial Scale Adoption: While promising in laboratory and pilot-scale studies,
large-scale commercial application remains limited due to process optimization needs.

- Stability of Complexes: Gold-thiosulfate complexes can decompose under certain conditions,
leading to potential gold losses.

Recent Developments and Innovations

Research efforts have focused on overcoming the limitations and optimizing sodium thiosulfate
leaching:

- Enhancing Kinetics: Using catalysts such as copper sulfate or employing elevated temperatures.

- Oxidant Optimization: Incorporating oxygen, hydrogen peroxide, or ferric ions to improve
oxidation efficiency.

- Process Integration: Combining thiosulfate leaching with resin adsorption or electrochemical
recovery.

- Recycling and Reuse: Developing methods to regenerate thiosulfate solutions, reducing reagent
costs.

- Hybrid Systems: Combining cyanide and thiosulfate processes to leverage the strengths of both.

Case Studies and Industrial Applications

While still emerging, several pilot and demonstration projects highlight the potential of sodium
thiosulfate:

- Refractory Gold Ores: Successful leaching of ores with high sulfide content where cyanide fails.
- Electronic Waste Recycling: Recovery of gold from circuit boards with high copper content.
- Environmental Remediation: Use in cleaning up gold-contaminated soils or waste streams.
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Notably, some companies are exploring integrated flow sheets that incorporate thiosulfate leaching
for environmentally sensitive projects.

Future Outlook and Research Directions

The future of sodium thiosulfate gold leaching hinges on:

- Cost Reduction: Developing cheaper reagents, catalysts, and process efficiencies.

- Process Optimization: Enhancing kinetics, selectivity, and throughput.

- Scale-Up and Commercialization: Transitioning from pilot studies to full-scale operations.

- Environmental and Regulatory Support: Favorable policies may accelerate adoption.

- Novel Technologies: Combining nanotechnology, electrochemical methods, or bioleaching for
synergistic effects.

Ongoing research aims to establish sodium thiosulfate as a mainstream alternative to cyanide,
especially in environmentally constrained regions.

Conclusion

Sodium thiosulfate gold leaching represents a promising, environmentally friendly alternative to
traditional cyanide processes. Its ability to leach gold from refractory ores and waste streams,
coupled with lower toxicity, makes it an attractive option for responsible mining and recycling
operations. However, challenges related to cost, kinetics, and process stability must be addressed
through continued research and technological innovation. As the industry gravitates toward greener
practices, sodium thiosulfate-based leaching is poised to play an increasingly significant role in
sustainable gold recovery in the coming decades.
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QuestionAnswer What is the role of sodium thiosulfate in gold leaching processes? Sodium
thiosulfate acts as a leaching agent that dissolves gold from ores, especially as an alternative to
cyanide, by forming stable gold-thiosulfate complexes that facilitate gold recovery in a safer and
more environmentally friendly manner. How does sodium thiosulfate compare to cyanide in gold
extraction? Sodium thiosulfate is considered a less toxic and more environmentally sustainable
alternative to cyanide for gold leaching, offering effective gold recovery with reduced health and
environmental risks, particularly in ores with complex mineralogy. What are the key factors
influencing the efficiency of gold leaching with sodium thiosulfate? Factors include pH level,
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temperature, concentration of sodium thiosulfate, oxygen availability, and ore mineralogy, all of
which impact the formation of gold-thiosulfate complexes and overall leaching performance. Are
there any challenges associated with using sodium thiosulfate for gold leaching? Yes, challenges
include controlling the leaching conditions to prevent thiosulfate decomposition, managing the
stability of gold complexes, and optimizing the process to prevent excessive reagent consumption
and ensure economic viability. What advancements are being made to improve sodium thiosulfate
gold leaching techniques? Recent advancements focus on optimizing leaching conditions,
developing catalyst systems to enhance gold dissolution, recycling and regenerating thiosulfate
solutions, and integrating process automation to improve efficiency and sustainability.

Related keywords: sodium thiosulfate, gold leaching, gold extraction, cyanide alternative, gold

recovery, gold dissolution, thiosulfate leaching process, gold refining, metal leaching, precious
metals extraction
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